A KEMPIS
 ALABAMA
 
ing all the sheep of the Greeks, which in his
delusion he imagined were the followers of
his rival, he slew himself. Ajax the Less
is remembered chiefly for his brutal treat-
ment of Cassandra after the fall of Troy.
A KEMTIS, thomas. See thomas a
kempis.
AKKA, cih'kah, a pigmy race of black
people in the Belgian Congo, whose members
average four and one-half feet in height.
They live near negro elans of large stature,
to whom they look for protection. Their
houses are dome-shaped, and are built in
circles.
AKRON, 0., the county seat of Summit
County, fifth in size among the cities of the
state, with a population of 255,040 in 1930.
The city enjoys the distinction of being the
largest rubber-manufacturing center in the
world, particularly famous for automobile
tires; fifteen factories where these are made
employ 40,000 people, and the annual rub-
ber output exceeds $262,000,000. It also is
noted for cereal products and great publish-
ing houses, and there are several litho-
graphing companies. Akron is the center of
production of Zeppelin airships in America;
the Akron and the Macon were built here.
Akron is thirty-five miles south of Cleve-
land, 124 miles southeast of Toledo and 116
miles northwest of Pittsburgh. The Penn-
sylvania, the Erie, the Baltimore & Ohio,
and the Akron, Canton & Youngstown rail-
roads enter the city. There are twelve parks,
the largest being J. Edgar Good Park, 172
acres, with a municipal golf course. The
city boasts a municipal university; it has
an art institute, four hospitals, and four
banks.
The city was founded in 1807 and named
Akron in 1825, the word being of Greek
derivation meaning height, for the site is
500 feet above Lake Erie. Incorporation as
a city occurred in 1865. The waterworks
were purchased by the municipality in 1912,
and the town built a sewage disposal plant
in 1915. The court house was built in 1907
at a cost of nearly half a million dollars;
the postoffice was erected in 1929. The
next newest public building is the Audi-
torium-Armory, completed at a cost of
$150,000. Tnere is a Carnegie Library.
Germans predominate among the foreign-
born population; the people are seventy-five
per cent American. The city is governed on
the mayor-manager and council plan.
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. LABAMA, in the heart of the South,
is popularly known as the cotton state.
Its area is 51,998 square miles, of which 719
square miles are water. It is almost as large
as Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont
combined, and is about one-fourth as large
as Prance. Among the states it is twenty-
eighth in size, and fifteenth in population.
The population in 1930 was, 2,646,248; there
were 51.6 people to the square mile. There
are about 945,000 negroes. Eighty-seven per
cent of the people were born within the state.
According to the census report for 1930 three
cities have more than 25,000 people each;
they are Birmingham (259,678), Mobile
(68,202), and Montgomery (66,079).
Surface and Drainage. Alabama is the
southern terminus of two great mountain
systems: the Appalachian and the Blue
Ridge, or Piedmont. In Alabama the highest
elevation is Cheaha Mountain (2,407 feet) in
Clay County in the Piedmont. The Pied-
mont has deposits of granite, syenite marble
and other building stone, large amounts of
graphite, of which it produced large quan-
tities during the World War, also other val-
uable minerals, including gold.
To the south of these mountain ranges lies
the great rolling coastal plain. This region
has little mineral except vast stores of lime-
stone, gravel and sand for roads and con-
crete work, also some bauxite, clays and marl.
This is the great farming and forest belt of
Alabama.
The Tennessee Eiver flows across the north-
ern part, forming a great bend. The valley
adds much to the scenery of the region. The
Mobile River system drains the greater part
of the state. The important streams in this
system are the Tomblglbee, with its branch,
the Black Warrior, and the Alabama. These
waters flow Into Mobile Bay, the only im-
portant indentation. This bay forms one of
the most spacious harbors of the Gulf

